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SERMON. 


“  Whom  we  preach,  warning  every  man,  and  teaching  every  man  in  all 
wisdom,  that  we  may  present  every  man  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus  :  where- 
unto  I  also  labor,  striving  according  to  his  working,  which  worketh  in  me 
mightily.”  —  Col.  i.  28,  29. 

IN  any  department  of  human  activity,  he  is 
almost  sure  to  act  efficiently  who  makes  him¬ 
self  master  of  the  principles  of  whatever  he  under¬ 
takes  to  do.  Clearly  to  understand  what  that  is 
which  is  to  be  done,  and  how  it  is  to  be  done,  and 
why,  and  to  keep  such  perceptions  strong  and 
vivid  in  the  mind,  is  the  highest  effort  a  man  can 
put  forth  toward  projecting  himself  forward,  under 
the  blessing  of  God,  in  strong  and  well-ordered 
action,  and  challenging  to  himself  some  good 
degree  of  speed  and  thrift.  Thorough  apprecia¬ 
tion,  besides  giving  a  directory  for  action,  has  a 
further  effect  in  an  awakening  of  the  sensibilities  ; 
and  the  thus  kindled  flame  of  the  spirits  leaps  and 
sparkles  through  all  the  determined  course.  Effi¬ 
ciency  of  performance  may  be  expected  to  follow 
upon  justness  of  apprehension. 


6 


Now,  whether  or  not  is  a  true  success  of  the 
Christian  ministry  of  to-day  but  illy  proportioned 
to  the  gracious  endowments  of  the  office?  We 
speak  not  of  being  humbled  under  a  sense  of 
many  failures,  because  of  being  properly  appre¬ 
ciative  ot  the  office,  —  which  is  as  it  should  be, 
and  is  itself  an  earnest  of  true  efficiency, — but 
rather  of  lacking  this  appreciation  of  the  office, 
and  therefore  of  not  being  even  aware  of  just 
wherein  are  the  failures  of  our  ministry  in  the 
sight  of  God.  It  is  not  that  the  Christian  minis¬ 
try  is  unlettered  and  ignorant,  nor  that  it  fails  to 
exert  upon  mankind  a  large  influence  for  good,  as 
though  the  pulpit  had  ceased  to  be  the  very  buttress 
of  social  morality  and  general  good  order;  nor 
that  it  is  not  often  immensely  popular,  discoursing 
well  and  eloquently  on  many  a  Christian  theme  ; 
but  it  is,  whether  or  not,  speaking  generally,  the 
success  of  the  ministry  is  the  success  which  is  the 
fulfilment  of  their  divine  office  ;  whether  their 
winning  of  souls  is  indeed  the  winning  them  to 
Christ,  or,  instead,  a  winning  them  merely  to 
pleasant  entertainments,  to  a  cultured  emotionalism, 
to  social  order ;  whether  or  not,  in  the  pastor¬ 
ship  of  their  office,  they  know  how  sufficiently  to 
feed  the  flock  of  Christ,  even  to  leading  them  into 
the  deep  things  of  God.  However  such  questions 
may  be  answered,  —  and  there  are  those,  not  a 
few,  who  think  they  can  be  truthfully  answered 


only  unfavorably, — certain  it  is  that  many  and 
insidious  are  the  temptations  to  call  us  off  from 
our  legitimate  work,  and  seduce  us  into  one  or 
more  of  the  thousand  paths  of  self-seeking.  Not 
only  is  the  carnal  mind  enmity  against  God,  and 
therefore  it  may  always  be  expected  that  the  general 
culture  of  a  community  will  be  desirous  of  having 
religious  teachers  “  with  itching  ears,"  who  shall 
be  unto  it,  each  in  his  place,  “  as  a  very  lovely  song 
of  one  that  hath  a  pleasant  voice,  and  can  play  well 
on  an  instrument ;  ”  but,  besides,  we  are  endangered 
by  special  forms  of  development  of  our  age,  —  by 
its  ever-stimulated  passion,  as  an  age  of  discovery, 
for  what  is  new  and  sensational,  —  by  its  science 
and  its  humanities,  as  both  are  to  be  seen  hand  in 
hand  in  all  matters  of  improved  living,  and  of 
moral  and  social  culture,  while  vet  scornfully  indif- 
ferent  to  the  gospel  redemption,  and  boastful  of 
creating  their  own  heaven  upon  earth,  — in  a  word, 
by  its  brilliant  impatience  of  the  trammels  of  old 
truths.  How  seductive  all  this  is,  there  have  not 
been  wanting  instances,  in  the  annals  of  the  minis¬ 
try,  to  show.  We  are  so  apt  to  be  dazzled  by  these 
cunning  fascinations  of  our  cultivated  age  ;  to  be 
inveigled  by  it  all  into  compromises  of  the  gospel, 
till  the  spirit  of  religious  falsehood  is  fairly  at  our 
throats,  and  our  ministry  of  the  Word  is  throttled, 
though  but  by  silken  threads.  For,  although  we 
may  be  very  impressive,  and  be  much  sought  after, 
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if  we  consent  to  stand  “  cap  in  hand  ”  before  the 
self-asserting  spirit  of  human  thought,  yet  shall  we 
be  very  faithless  and  very  guilty.  We  may  have 
great  success,  and  yet  almost  none  of  true  success; 
for  we  are  set  for  the  saving  of  souls,  —  from  the 
wrath  to  come,  —  in  the  one  way  of  God’s  appoint¬ 
ment,  —  as  no  human  science,  nor  art,  nor  progress, 
can  save  them.  We  need,  therefore,  to  have  mas¬ 
tered  the  principles  of  our  calling,  and  to  be  ever 
holding  them  fresh  and  clear  in  our  minds  ;  for  only 
as  we  stand  firm  to  the  scriptural  ideal  of  our  office, 
can  we  achieve  the  scriptural  success  of  our  work. 

The  great  advantage  of  our  text  is,  that  it  de¬ 
scribes  for  us  a  once  living  and  powerful  ministry, 
the  weapons  of  whose  warfare  were  mighty  through 
God  to  the  pulling  down  of  strongholds.  Here 
doth  the  apostle  set  himself  forth  in  the  actual 
process  of  his  aggressive  office;  and  here,  admit¬ 
ting  us  into  his  privacy,  he  discloses  the  internal 
forces,  which  fed  his  outward  ministrations  with  the 
streams  of  a  living  power.  “  Whom  we  preach,  warn¬ 
ing  every  man,  and  teaching  every  man  in  all 
wisdom,  that  we  may  present  every  man  perfect  in 
Christ  Jesus;  whereunto  I  also  labor,  striving 
according  to  his  working,  which  worketh  in  me 
mightily.” 

In  the  first  place,  let  us  note  how  the  Christian 
ministry  is  here  defined.  “  We  preach ,”  said  Paul. 
The  Christian  ministry  is  a  preaching  institution. 
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But  what  does  he  mean  by  preaching  ?  His  use 
of  the  word  is  very  distinctive.  Baptism,  for  in¬ 
stance,  is  an  exhibiting  of  Christ :  the  Lord's  Sup¬ 
per  is  another  exhibiting  of  Christ ;  but  neither  is 
preaching  Christ.  It  is  himself  who  draws  the  dis¬ 
tinction  :  “  Christ,”  he  says  in  another  place,  “  sent 
me  not  to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the  gospel."  If 
we  explain  the  meaning  of  those  ordinances,  then 
we  might  be  said  to  preach  ;  but  we  do  not  preach 
in  simply  the  act  of  administering  them.  Figur¬ 
ative  t by,  both  baptism  and  the  supper  may  be  de¬ 
scribed  as  preaching  ordinances,  it  being  meant 
that  they  enact  and  exhibit  certain  truths;  just  as 
we  say  of  a  landscape,  that  it  preaches  to  the  eye ; 
but  that  is  not  the  distinctive  .sense  of  the  word. 
All  exhibiting  of  a  thing  is  not  preaching  it, 
though  preaching  is  one  mode  of  exhibiting.  To 
preach,  as  contradistinct  from  baptizing,  is  what 
Paul  was  sent  to  do.  The  Christian  ministry,  then, 
so  far  as  the  divine  commission  which  originated 
it  is  concerned,  is  not  an  institution  for  administer¬ 
ing  ordinances,  but  for  preaching,  —  for  pronoun¬ 
cing  a  message,  and  proclaiming  it,  speaking  with 
the  living  voice  in  the  force  and  feeling  of  our  own 
convictions,  and  so  making  known  and  spreading 
abroad. 

In  accordance  with  this,  is  the  way  in  which  the 
ministry  is  presented  in  our  text.  The  apostle 
here  first  exemplifies  his  sense  of  the  word  “  preach- 
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ing,”  and  then  he  so  applies  it  as  to  cover  with  it  the 
whole  of  the  ministry.  “  We  preach,  warning  every 
man,  and  teaching  every  man  in  all  wisdom.”  That 
is  to  say,  he  regards  preaching  as  being  so  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  gospel  message,  as  that  there  shall  be  all 
due  warning  and  teaching  in  order  to  the  proper 
understanding  and  the  reception  of  the  message; 
the  entire  process  of  preaching  thus  consisting  in  a 
personal  delivery  of  one’s  own  convictions  accord¬ 
ing  “as  the  truth  is  in  Jesus.”  Nay,  since  the 
preacher  should  teach  “  in  all  wisdom,”  we  have  a 
yet  stronger  indication  of  the  force  of  the  word  ; 
for  to  teach  in  all  wisdom  implies  the  being  intelli¬ 
gent  of  the  gospel  for  one’s  self,  and  then  the  being 
observant  of  persons,  times,  and  occasions,  as  to 
the  use  of  such  intelligence  with  reference  to 
others,  —  the  being  full  of  clear  perceptions,  and 
full  of  so  great  an  interest  as  that  out  of  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  speaketh,  —  speaketh 
the  right  thing  at  the  right  time ;  so  that  preaching, 
as  we  see  again,  is  something  distinct  from  serving 
in  ordinances,  and  distinct,  also,  from  conducting 
public  or  social  worship,  and  distinct  from  exercis¬ 
ing  government.  It  is  a  man’s  personal  address  to 
men,  addressing  them  as  a  message-bearer  from 
God,  responding  to  the  exigencies  of  the  moment, 
announcing,  warning,  teaching.  Meanwhile,  the 
purpose  and  the  effect  of  the  preaching,  the  apostle 
goes  on  to  say,  are  to  “  present  men  perfect  in 


Christ;”  a  purpose  and  a  performance  so  unap¬ 
proachably  grand  and  blessed;  so  the  sum-total  of 
all  that  even  a  commissioned  officer  from  God 
could  do,  at  once  they  characterize  preaching  as  the 
one  life-filling,  life-exhausting  employment  of  the 
minister’s  office.  It  is  distinctively  the  preaching 
which  is  to  do  this;  and  than  this,  the  ministry  as 
such  can  find  nothing  more  to  do.  Moreover,  in 
order  effectively  to  discharge  the  preaching,  it  is 
necessary,  the  apostle  continues,  that  “  thereunto 
the  preacher  should  labor,”  even  “  striving,”  or,  as 
the  word  is,  agonizing ,  “  according  to  the  working 
of  Christ  which  worketh  in  him  mightily;”  so  that, 
by  very  stress  of  spirit,  the  appreciative  minister 
is  compelled  to  think  of  his  preaching  as  the  “all 
in  all,”  devolved  upon  him  by  his  office,  as  that 
office  is  understood  of  God.  The  Christian  minis¬ 
try  is  here  defined  to  be  God’s  institution  simply 
for  preaching. 

But  what,  then,  of  baptizing,  dispensing  the  sup¬ 
per,  and  conducting  public  worship  ?  Is  it  not  the 
official  minister  who  is  to  do  those  things  ?  Ordi¬ 
narily,  yes.  But  the  principle  of  the  ministry’s  con¬ 
nection  with  such  services  should  be  clearly  seen. 
Paul  did  indeed  baptize,  yet  was  he  not  sent  to  bap¬ 
tize.  Wherefore  it  is  not  the  commission  of  the 
ministry  which  originates  the  authority  for  serving 
in  the  ordinances.  And  so  from  the  beginning- hath 
it  been  ruled  by  the  Church  herself,  forasmuch  as 
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lay  baptism  she  hath  acknowledged  to  be  valid. 
And,  if  lay  baptism  be  valid,  this  can  only  be  because 
of  the  all-pervading  priesthood  of  the  universal  body 
of  believers  being  that  which  confers  the  authority 
for  any  such  service.  The  ministry  is  not  essential 
to  the  celebration  of  either  baptism  or  the  supper, 
or  to  the  conduct  of  public  Worship.  “  We  make 
not,"  says  Hooker,*  “  the  force  of  the  word  and  sac¬ 
raments,  much  less  their  nature  and  very  substance, 
to  depend  on  the  minister's  authority  and  calling.” 
When  Jesus  said  to  the  eleven,  “  Go,  disciple  all  na¬ 
tions,  baptizing  them,”  & c.,  he  spoke  of  baptizing  as 
having  to  do  with  the  process  of  discipling  ;  but  not 
as  if  the  commission  given  to  the  apostles  was  what 
conferred  tire  authority  to  baptize,  —  which  the  words 
of  Paul,  already  quoted,  forbid  us  to  suppose.  The 
apostles  were  first  Christians,  and  then  ministers. 
As  Christians,  by  virtue  of  the  inherent  priesthood 
of  believers,  they  were  authorized  to  baptize  ;  nor, 
therefore,  were  they  to  be  shut  off  from  baptizing 
because  of  their  having  received,  in  addition  to  being 
Christians,  an  official  commission  which  devoted 
them  to  a  distinct  work  of  its  own.  And  thus  it  is 
with  every  minister  of  Christ.  He  may,  and  does, 
administer  the  services  of  worship  ;  and  eminently 
proper  it  is  that,  ordinarily,  he  should  be  recognized 
to  be  the  only  administrator.  Nor  would  any  one, 
right-minded,  ever  think  of  needlessly  disturbing  an 


*  Book  V.  LXII.  13. 
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arrangement  so  orderly  and  convenient.  Only  be 
it  understood  that  just  this  is  what  it  is.  Not  by 
virtue  of  his  divine  office  does  the  minister  serve  in 
ordinances,  but  by  virtue  of  his  share  in  the  com¬ 
mon  priesthood  of  the  body ;  meanwhile,  that  he 
alone  should  serve  therein  is  simply  in  accordance 
with  the  voluntary  ordering  of  the  Church.  Whereas, 
as  the  commissioned  officer  of  Christ,  he  is  put  in 
charge  of  another  and  distinct  work ;  one  which  is 
nothing  short  of  a  very  monopoly  of  the  office,  and 
with  reference  to  which  alone  all  official  faithfulness 
can  be  certified. 

Even  as  to  the  power  of  government,  or  of  the 
Church’s  discipline,  it  vests,  as  our  own  Church  ex¬ 
emplifies,  as  well  in  the  laity  as  in  the  clergy;  there 
beinor  neither  canon  nor  rubric  but  what  is  set  forth 
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by  clergy  and  laity  unitedly  :  so  that,  not  the  minis¬ 
terial  commission,  but  the  Christian  brotherhood,  is 
that  wherein  the  authority  to  govern  resides. 

But  wherein,  then,  does  the  authority  of  office  of 
Christian  ministers  become  operative  ?  In  the  power 
of  the  idea  of  their  being  called  of  God,  and  set  apart 
to  do  a  certain  work,  and  in  the  reverence  which 
should  follow  them  in  a  faithful  doing  of  the  work. 
But  is  their  weight  of  office,  then,  no  more  than  the 
effect  of  a  godly  suasion,  or  a  godly  rebuke?  Does 
not  the  apostle  say  to  the  people  in  regard  of  their 
ministers,  “  Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  over 
you”?  Yes;  or  rather,  he  says,  “  Obey  them  that 


are  your  guides ;  ”  adding,  “  for  they  watch  for  your 
souls  as  they  that  must  give  account.”  Obey  them, 
continues  the  apostle,  that  they  may  watch  for  your 
souls  “  with  joy,  and  not  with  grief.”  Even  this  is 
all.  It  is,  as  they  are  watchers  for  your  souls,  that 
you  owe  them  respect  and  submission  ;  or,  just  as 
they  are  preachers  of  Christ,  warning  every  man,  and 
teaching  every  man  in  all  wisdom,  that  they  may 
present  every  man  perfect  in  Christ.  And  if  you  re¬ 
fuse  to  obey  their  guidance,  your  only  punishment, 
so  far  as  concerns  their  own  exercise  of  office,  is, 
that  you  have  occasioned  them  grief,  and  not  joy. 

I  he  truth  of  the  matter  is,  the  ministry’s  business 
is  just  that  of  preaching,  and  having  the  pastorship 
of  souls;  the  discharge  of  pastorship  being  but  a 
continuance  of  the  preaching  in  certain  applications 
of  it :  for  true  pastorship  is  God’s  “gift  of  the  tongue 
of  the  learned,”  that  one  “  should  know  how  to  speak 
a  word  in  season,”  and  is,  therefore,  in  the  proportion 
that  the  preaching  is  both  adequate  and  opportune. 
Direct  from  God  as  their  authority  is,  it  is  all  con¬ 
tained  in  their  commission  as  preachers. 

Accordingly,  whatever  else,  by  the  Church’s  ar¬ 
rangement,  may  functionally  belong  to  the  minister, 
though  ever  so  important  and  precious  in  itself,  he 
must  have  a  care  to  keep  in  its  proper  place,  as  be¬ 
ing,  in  its  connection  with  his  office,  only  very  sub¬ 
ordinate  to  the  work  of  preaching  ;  not  at  all  as  co¬ 
ordinate  with  it,  much  less  as  transcending  it ;  there 
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being  for  him,  as  a  minister  of  Christ,  no  other  glory, 
by  reason  of  the  glory  of  preaching,  which  excelleth. 
It  is  the  criterion  of  his  official  relation.  He,  then, 
is  so  far  forth  not  true  to  his  calling,  who,  as  being 
forward  to  arrogate  to  his  office  the  sole  power,  by 
divine  right,  to  administer  the  ordinances,  thinks  of 
himself  in  those  administrations  as  then  discharging, 
not  simply  the  precious  services  of  common  prayer 
and  worship,  but  the  specific  duties  of  his  very  com¬ 
mission.  On  the  other  hand,  he  to  whom  it  is  a 
cherished  conviction,  that,  as  concerning  priesthood, 
he  is  a  participant  only  in  common  with  all  the 
brethren,  and  that,  when  actually  leading  them  in  all 
their  worship,  he  is,  with  reference  to  them,  just 
primus  inter  pares ,  only  the  first  among  equals ,  — 
thus,  so  scripturally  conceiving  of  the  efficacy  of 
Christ's  blood  as  operating  to  make  of  every  believer 
a  purged  and  priestly  offerer,  even  in  the  very  holiest 
of  all ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  who  keeps  his  eye 
single  to  what  God  has  constituted  the  identity  of 
his  office,  —  whose  official  consciousness  is  filled  and 
fired  with  that  exclusiveness  of  conception,  and, 
therefore,  whose  preaching  is  made  rich  with  all  his 
nervous  energy,  —  who  regards  it  as  his  one  official 
errand  to  be  appealing  to  men,  telling  out  to  the 
world  the  love  of  God  in  Christ,  bringing  the  truth 
into  close  grapple  with  the  consciences  of  his  hearers, 
and  deepening  the  experience  of  Christians  in  the 
fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  gospel  of  peace  ; — he  is 


true  to  his  calling,  and,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  will 
discharge  it  “  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  of 
power.” 

You  will  not  suppose  that  I  mean  to  disparage 
baptism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper.  God  forbid.  If  I 
might  apply  a  phraseology  in  Isaiah,  I  would  speak 
of  them  as  “  the  breasts  of  our  consolations,  that  we 
may  milk  out,  and  be  satisfied  with  the  abundance  ” 
of  communion  with  God.  No,  I  disparage  them 
not ;  I  disparage  no  service  of  the  blessed  priest¬ 
hood  of  Christians.  But  1  do  plead  that  we  shall 
understand  the  simplicity  of  the  office  of  the  minis¬ 
try,  and  what  a  loss  of  divine  power  there  results 
from  those  errors  with  which  the  traditions  of  men 
have  overloaded  it.  It  is  as  the  ministry  have 
slidden  away  from  this  simplicity  of  official  purpose 
that  their  office  has  been  perverted  into  an  engine 
of  superstition.  Where,  otherwise,  had  been  the 
mass-houses  of  the  Romish  Church,  or  where  that 
excessive  ritualism  in  portions  of  our  own  Church, 
the  whole  meaning  of  which  is,  The  priesthood  of 
the  clergy  more  excellent  than  that  of  the  laity,  and 
whereby  the  awful  importance  of  a  heaven-sent  min¬ 
istry,  burdened  as  it  is  with  immortal  souls,  is  frit¬ 
tered  away  in  dramatic  attitudes  and  sensational 
drapery?  And  when  was  it  that  society  lay  pros¬ 
trate  under  the  blackest  darkness  of  ignorance  and 
rapacity?  When  “unpreaching  prelates,”  as  they 
were  called,  lorded  it  over  God’s  heritage,  and  their 
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pulpits,  as  old  Bishop  Latimer  described  them,  were 
“  bells  without  clappers.” 

We  preach ,  said  Paul  ;  and  we  preach  either  as 
evangelists,  or  as  pastors  and  teachers,  or,  for  the 
most  part,  in  both  characters  more  or  less  combined. 
As  evangelists,  we  are  gatherers  of  souls  ;  as  pastors 
and  teachers,  we  seek  the  establishment  of  souls,  — 
now  in  the  pulpit,  and  now  from  house  to  house; 
everywhere  seed-carriers,  and  the  seed  is  the  word  of 
God  ;  news-bearers,  truth-tellers ;  shepherds  of  the 
flock  in  green  pastures  and  beside  the  still  waters. 
Such  is  the  scriptural  ideal.  And  shall  we  not  mag¬ 
nify  our  office  ?  Can  there  be  a  richer  gladness  of 
divine  service,  or  a  deeper  depth  of  humility,  than 
may  be  contained  in  those  seraphic  words,  “  To  me 
is  this  grace  given,  that  I  should  preach  the  unsearch¬ 
able  riches  of  Christ  ”? 

But  now,  in  the  second  place,  we  must  particularly 
note  of  what  sort  the  preaching  is  to  be. 

As  we  have  seen,  preaching  is  that  which  defines 
our  official  relation  ;  but  the  ordained  efficiency  of 
the  preaching  depends  upon  its  consisting  of  the 
given  message.  “  Whom  we  preach,”  said  Paul. 

What,  then,  is  it  to  preach  Christ?  Not  merely 
to  name  him  in  our  sermons,  though  it  be  over  and 
over  ;  nor  merely  the  exhorting  to  love  and  serve 
him.  It  is  possible,  yea,  common,  to  do  all  this,  and 
yet  utterly  fail  to  bring  Christ  himself  into  view. 
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He  has  his  own  identity,  and  in  solid  substance  he 
must  be  presented,  else,  for  all  that  we  may  say, 
our  hearers  shall  fail  to  find  him,  and,  instead,  may 
produce  for  themselves  a  fictitious  Christ,  to  whom 
they  will  refer  our  exhortations  ;  and  so  we  shall  be 
promoting  will-worship  and  idolatry. 

Who,  or  what,  is  Christ?  He  is  God,  he  is  man. 
But  when  we  have  taught  the  people  of  his  eternal 
Deity,  and  yet  of  his  incarnation  in  time,  have  we 
sufficiently  identified  him  ?  Is  it  enough  to  have 
presented  him  in  his  actual  existence,  and  there  to 
have  left  him,  isolate  and  distant?  No  object  is 
properly  apprehended,  except,  not  alone  its  entity, 
but  also  its  relations,  be  made  manifest.  If  you 
were  describing  to  a  son  his  father,  while  yet  not  ap¬ 
prising  him  of  the  relationship,  evidently,  however 
vivid  your  exhibition  of  the  man  as  to  personal  ap¬ 
pearance  and  attributes  of  character,  you  neverthe¬ 
less  fail  to  show  him  for  just  what  he  is;  for  how 
great  the  difference  between  conceiving  of  simply  a 
man,  and  conceiving  of  one’s  father!  It  is  not 
enough  to  speak  of  Christ  as  the  God-man;  nor  yet 
of  his  excellence  of  character,  his  holiness,  wisdom, 
power,  gentleness,  purity,  goodness ;  or  of  the  effect 
of  so  transcendent  a  character  on  the  contemplative 
mind  ;  for  all  this  is  short  of  presenting  him  in  the 
fulness  of  his  relationship  to  us. 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  Redeemer  of  sinners,  the  Sa¬ 
viour  of  his  people  from  their  sins.  And  in  order  to 
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this,  he  is  Adam,  the  second  man.  By  almighty 
power,  and  in  the  mystery  of  the  Godhead’s  work¬ 
ing,  he  was  constituted  in  the  same  connection  with 
those  whom  he  came  to  redeem,  as  was  Adam  with 
his  posterity;  for  Adam,  we  are  told,  was  the  figure 
of  him  that  was  to  come.  The  one  was  “  the  first 
man  Adam,”  the  other  is  “  the  last  Adam  ;  ”  the  two 
being  constituted  in  the  same  relationship,  —  the  one 
as  toward  all  men,  the  other  as  toward  his  redeemed  ; 
the  same  organic  constitution  of  human  nature,  act¬ 
ing,  in  the  one  case,  to  entail  guilt  and  corruption 
on  mankind,  —  since  the  first  man  was  of  the  earth, 
earthy,  —  and,  in  the  other  case,  to  bequeath  right¬ 
eousness  and  divine  life  to  those  who  are  saved,  since 
the  Second  Man  was  the  Lord  from  heaven.  As  to 
the  first  Adam,  “  By  one  man  sin  entered  into  the 
world,  and  death  by  sin  ;  and  so  death  passed  upon 
all  men,  for  that  all  have  sinned ;  ”  that  is,  so  did  he 
stand  toward  the  human  race,  so  was  he  their  substi¬ 
tute,  when  he  sinned,  they  sinned  ;  and,  falling  from 
his  high  estate,  he  dragged  down  with  himself  his 
yet  unborn  descendants,  not  only  into  an  entailed 
corruption  of  nature,  but  also  into  the  guilt  of  that 
corruption  ;  even  as  when  Abraham  paid  tithes  to 
Melchisedec,  Levi,  then  in  the  loins  of  Abraham, 
did  also  pay  the  tithes.  It  is  an  amazing  mystery, 
but  not  the  less  a  fact ;  and  evermore  its  very  shadow 
is  seen,  darkening  along  our  daily  path,  in  the  exist¬ 
ing  constitution  of  the  family.  It  was  Adam  that 
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brought  ruin  upon  mankind,  —  the  ruin  of  guilt  and 
the  ruin  of  moral  corruption:  God  declares  it;  and 
our  Church,  in  her  ninth  article  of  religion,  reiter¬ 
ates  it.  And  in  this  same  Adamic  relationship  is 
grounded  the  efficacy  of  Christ  to  save. 

On  the  same  principle,  “  He,”  the  second  Adam, 
“  who  knew  no  sin,  was  made  sin  for  us,  that  we 
might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him." 
So  that  his  righteousness  became  our  righteousness, 
even  as  our  sins  became  his  sins;  for  “the  Lord  laid 
upon  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.”  “  The  chastisement 
of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with  his  stripes  we 
are  healed.”  For  “  God,  sending  his  own  Son  in  the 
likeness  of  sinful  flesh,  and  for  sin,  condemned  sin 
in  the  flesh,  —  sin  in  the  flesh ,  our  guilty  and  cor¬ 
rupted  nature,  inherited  from  Adam,  —  condemned  it, 
—  poured  upon  it  his  damnatory  wrath  ;  for  it  is  the 
same  word  as  in  the  sentence,  “  He  that  believeth 
not  shall  be  damned"  —  poured  out  his  wrath  upon 
this  our  ruined  nature,  as  being  represented  in 
Christ,  who  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh , 
and  for  sin ,  and  who  therefore,  under  the  lighting 
down  upon  him  of  that  wrath,  did,  in  our  stead,  ex¬ 
pose  himself  to  the  punishment  of  sin,  and  made,  as 
we  say  in  our  communion  service,  “  by  his  one  obla¬ 
tion  of  himself,  once  offered,  a  full,  perfect,  and  suffi¬ 
cient  sacrifice,  oblation,  and  satisfaction  for  the  sins 
of  the  whole  world.”  What  we  deserved,  he  suf¬ 
fered;  and  what  he  suffered,  inured  to  our  exemp- 
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ones  —  are  made  the  righteousness  of  God.  And 
so  that  word  of  Paul,  “  As  in  Adam  all  die  (all  his 
own),  so  in  Christ  shall  all  (all  his)  be  made  alive.” 
As  in  the  first  case,  we  are  made  one  with  Adam  in 
guilt  and  sinfulness,  in  simply  the  being  born  of  the 
flesh  ;  so  in  the  second  case,  we  are  made  one  with 
Christ  in  righteousness  and  life,  in  the  being  born 
again,  or  in  the  believing  in  Christ;  for  “  to  as  many 
as  receive  him,  to  them  giveth  he  power  to  become 
the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his 
name,  which  are  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will 
of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.” 

Here,  then,  is  the  Redeemer.  This  is  Christ  in 
the  solid  substance  of  his  identical  worth  ;  our  sub¬ 
stitute,  sacrifice,  righteousness  ;  our  present  salva¬ 
tion  the  instant  we  believe,  —  in  whom,  through  his 
blood,  we  have  now  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  are 
made  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light, 
—  whose  word  of  grace  it  always  is,  “  Be  not  afraid, 
only  believe.”  And  if  so  we  preach  him,  then  have 
we  himself  illumining  our  pulpits  with  his  pres¬ 
ence, —  the  very  face,  as  it  were,  into  which  Mary 
gazed  as  she  sat  at  his  feet,  and  from  whose  lips  she 
drank  down  into  her  heart  the  streams  of  Q-race  and 
truth,  —  the  very  love,  the  very  power,,  incarnated  to 
save  the  lost.  So  Paul  preached,  as  we  have  ocular 
proof.  Philosophy  and  vain  deceit  he  did  not  preach, 
but  the  positive  word  of  God.  Humanitarian  views 
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of  religion  he  did  not  preach,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
substitution  and  propitiation,  God’s  reconciliation 
with  man,  as  man’s  with  God,  the  unacceptableness 
to  God  of  works  that  spring  not  of  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ,  —  Christ,  our  righteousness  and  our  only  pos¬ 
sible  standing  before  God.  He  did  not  preach  cir¬ 
cumcision,  nor,  were  he  here,  would  he  now  preach 
ritualism.  He  did  not  preach  a  neglecting  of  the 
body,  nor  would  he  now  preach  monkery.  He  did 
not  preach  angel-worship  or  saint-worship,  nor  would 
he  now  preach  prayers  to  the  blessed  Virgin.  At  no 
time  did  he  preach  in  words  of  man’s  wisdom,  but  in 
the  utterances  of  revelation,  and  with  unquestioning 
acquiescence.  True,  he  had  not  the  plaudits  of 
worldly  thinkers  ;  but  he  did  have  the  success  of 
winning  souls  to  Christ.  He  went  forth  to  preach 
almost  amid  the  zenith  glories  of  the  Augustan  age 
of  the  ancient  world  ;  yet  did  he  abate  nothing  of  his 
message.  Incomprehensible  to  philosophy  was  that 
message  ?  Yes,  so  it  was,  and  is  ;  but  God  gave  it, 
and  woe  betide  him  whose  lips  are  false  to  it!  We 
can  know  nothing  of  it  but  what  God  has  been 
pleased  to  reveal ;  but  so  much  we  can  know,  and 
we  can  believe  it,  and  preach  it;  and  “  Blessed  is  the 
people  that  know  the  joyful  sound.” 

But  to  keep  a  message  like  this  clear  and  influen¬ 
tial  in  the  minds  of  our  hearers,  it  needs  that  we 
shall  be  “  warning  every  man  and  teaching  every 
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man  in  all  wisdom.”  We  have  to  warn,  against  the 
many  errors  of  the  human  heart,  which  are  ever  busy 
conflicting  with  the  truth,  and  assuming  chameleon 
shapes,  according  to  times  and  seasons,  and  which, 
even  in  the  Christian  consciousness,  do  so  often  ob¬ 
scure  the  grace  of  God.  And,  if  we  would  support 
our  warnings,  we  have  also  to  teach,  yea,  “in  all  wis¬ 
dom.”  The  human  mind  is  prone  to  be  one-sided 
and  fragmentary  ;  but  our  message,  “  as  the  truth  is 
in  Jesus,”  is  both  many-sided  and  a  perfect  whole, 
now  addressing  itself  to  every  want  or  weakness,  and 
now  making  manifest  the  completeness  of  the  grace 
wherein  we  stand.  It  is  a  great  thing  to  understand 
Christ  in  the  due  proportions  of  the  faith,  —  his  God- 
hood,  his  incarnation,  perfect  life,  substitutionary  suf¬ 
ferings,  resurrection,  ascension,  and  office  within  the 
veil,  his  second  coming  (that  great  hope  of  the 
Church),  and  the  final  inheritance  of  the  people  of 
God,  —  each  of  these  facts  of  the  faith  has  its  own 
aspects  of  love  and  power,  and  yet  the  reality  of  the 
love  and  power  of  each  is  dependent  on  its  particu¬ 
lar  place  in  this  great  organic  union  of  truths,  and 
upon  the  interplay  of  relations  between  them  all. 
And  it  is  a  great  thing  to  understand  Christ  in  the 
due  proportions  of  Christian  experience  :  how  the 
salvation  of  the  believer  is  the  required  counterpart 
of  such  truth,  —  his  accomplished  and  instant  salva¬ 
tion  ;  and  how,  out  of  the  joy  of  this  salvation, 
comes  forth  the  power  of  holy  living;  what  precisely 
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are  the  helps  of  means  and  ordinances ;  and  how 
much  our  enjoyment  of  the  truth  is  due  to  appre¬ 
ciating  the  offices  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Needful  it  is 
that  all  this  field  of  the  gospel  harmonies  we  be  in¬ 
dustrious  to  cultivate  for  the  proper  feeding  of  our 
people.  And  then  there  are  the  special  wants  of 
young  Christians,  and,  indeed,  of  all  Christians  illy 
instructed,  —  their  needing,  for  instance,  as  against 
a  most  cunning  deceit  to  the  contrary,  to  be  taught 
that  we  are  to  look  simply  to  Christ  as  the  ground 
of  peace,  not  at  all  to  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit 
wrought  in  us,  —  that  peace  in  Christ  is  first:  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit  are  therefore  and  afterwards. 
And  there  are  the  differences  of  moral  judgment  and 
of  mental  condition  amongst  Christians  ;  each  class 
needing  to  be  specially  dealt  with  in  such  regards 
as  wherein  their  knowledge  is  defective.  Nor  must 
we  be  unobservant  of  those  great  tidal  movements 
of  thought  which  sometimes  sweep  through  the 
Church,  and  which  should  have  the  effect  to  supply 
our  ministry  with  timely  themes  and  warnings; 
“just  as  such  teaching  as  would  have  been  fitting 
at  Thessalonica  would  have  been  out  of  place  at 
Corinth  ;  the  mode  in  which  the  churches  of  Galatia 
were  addressed  would  have  been  void  of  all  mean¬ 
ing  at  Ephesus.” 

Thus,  how  vast  the  range  of  the  preacher’s  com¬ 
mission  !  What  an  absorbing  life-work  it  is  !  His 
message  is  but  one  ;  but  boundless  the  variety  in 


unity.  The  whole  extent  of  the  Bible  is  before  us 
for  exhibiting  the  many  aspects  of  the  one  gospel,  — 
a  vast,  multifarious  book,  which  yet  is  constructed 
with  reference  to  but  one  central  subject, — all  its 
parts,  historical,  prophetical,  doctrinal,  preceptive, 
experimental,  leading  straight  to  Christ  and  his 
cross,  each  point  on  the  circumference  having  its 
own  radius  of  connection  with  the  centre,  and  its 
own  returning:  line  of  heavenly  ligdit.  Let  the 
preacher  start  from  whatever  verge  of  this  immensity, 
he  preaches  well  only  as  he  moves  with  his  hearers 
along  that  luminous  radius,  nor  stops  till,  like  the 
angel  of  the  Apocalypse,  he  stands  in  the  blazing 
sun  :  whence,  looking  round  upon  the  universe  of 
thought,  he  may  see  that  all  truth  is  in  the  light  of 
Christ  and  his  cross ;  for,  like  the  sun,  Christ  and 
his  cross  are,  as  it  were,  the  eye  of  heaven. 

And  again,  it  belongs  to  the  preaching  of  Christ 
that  we  should  preach  him  in  the  spirit  of  the  pur¬ 
pose  of -our  preaching.  That  purpose  is,  “  that  we 
may  present  every  man  perfect  in  Christ.” 

To  make  men  perfect  in  Christ  is  the  work  and 
triumph  of  the  gospel,  which  is  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth.  But  to 
present  men  perfect  in  Christ  is  the  preacher's  work 
and  triumph,  as  having  in  charge  the  ministration  of 
the  gospel.  He  will  present  them  in  the  day  of  the 
appearing  of  Jesus  Christ.  Now  and  here,  it  is  his 
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business  to  bring  men,  by  the  blessing  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  upon  his  preaching,  into  living  union  with 
Christ  by  faith,  —  into  perfect  pardon,  perfect  right¬ 
eousness,  perfect  peace ;  and  so,  then  and  there,  as 
the  ordained  development  of  such  perfection,  they 
shall  be  perfected  in  Christ  in  all  other  regards  as 
well,  —  consummated  in  glory.  And  then  shall  they 
be  the  stars  of  his  ministry.  Then  he  will  say, 
“  Behold,  I  and  the  children  thou  hast  sdven  me.” 

Even  so  much  is  the  divine  worth  of  our  preach¬ 
ing.  Now,  a  man  may  speak  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  and  yet  speak  it  so 
idly  that  his  speech,  though  truth  in  itself,  is  but  as 
a  dead  corpse  of  the  truth.  But,  if  the  spirit  of  this 
great  purpose  of  our  preaching  be  in  us,  it  will  make 
us  alive  in  the  truth,  and  give  us  both  freshness  and 
interest,  and  our  preaching  shall  be  the  breathings 
of  our  own  realizations  of  the  gospel’s  power.  The 
feeling  that  so  much  is  the  divine  worth  of  our 
preaching,  —  that  feeling  is  our  love  for  Christ  and 
for  souls  as  kindled  into  the  furnace-glow  of  our  com¬ 
mission.  It  is  to  be  strong  in  the  power  of  personal 
appeal,  according  as  we  see  it  in  the  threefold  em¬ 
phasis  of  Paul’s  example,  who  would  warn  every 
man ,  and  teach  every  man ,  and  present  every  mail 
perfect  in  Christ.  This  spirit  of  the  purpose  of  our 
preaching  is  related  to  the  exercise  of  preaching,  as 
was  the  girdle  of  the  ancient  soldier  to  the  rest  of 
the  armor, — binding  together  the  other  parts,  and 
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holding  them  snug  and  tight.  Such  a  preacher 
never  preaches  himself;  is  no  hunter  after  sensations, 
has  no  entangling  alliances  with  learned  sophisms 
and  worldly  liberalism,  walketh  not  in  craftiness,  nor 
handleth  the  word  of  God  deceitfully.  Instead  of 
shrinking  from  the  toil  of  his  work,  onward,  as  upon 
the  springs  of  a  carriage,  cheerfully  he  glides  over 
the  roughnesses  of  the  way.  He  sinks  beneath  the 
weight  of  the  worth  of  his  office;  he  rises  above  the 
petty  ambitions  of  the  world.  His  sense  of  the  tri¬ 
umphs  he  is  set  to  achieve  fills  him  with  meekness 
and  gentleness,  with  sweetness  and  light ;  but  also, 
in  holy  bravery,  and  as  with  hooks  of  steel,  it  grap¬ 
ples  him  to  faithfulness  in  office. 

But  now,  in  the  third  place,  having  seen  what  and 
how  much  is  involved  in  the  preacher’s  work,  we 
cannot  but  ask,  What  is  it  that  shall  secure  his  keep¬ 
ing  himself  in  the  spirit  of  his  office,  and  be  as  a 
fountain  of  supply  for  his  own  replenishing  ?  We 
take,  then,  a  privileged  peep  into  the  sanctum  of  one 
of  the  greatest  of  preachers.  “Whereunto  I  also 
labor,  striving  according  to  His  working,  which 
worketh  in  me  mightily.”  Here  is  Paul  in  his  pri¬ 
vacy,  —  at  his  studies,  at  his  devotions,  in  the  heart- 
struggles  of  personal  experience. 

He  is  laboring,  and  his  laboring  is  a  striving  ;  for 
there  are  nature’s  difficulties  in  the  way,  and  tempta¬ 
tions  assail  him.  But  he  striveth  according  to  the 
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working  of  Christ,  which  worketh  in  him  mightily. 
He  striveth,  then,  in  and  because  of  the  acknowl¬ 
edgment  to  himself,  that  Christ  worketh  in  him. 
In  a  word,  we  have  before  us  the  secrecy  of  his  life, 

—  the  springs  of  his  ministry.  Christ  was  in  him: 
he  knew  it,  he  felt  it,  he  acknowledged  it  to  himself. 
His  undoubting  assurance  that  Christ  was  in  him, 

—  therein  we  have  his  conscious  experience  as  a 
Christian.  But  Christ  was  in  him  as  specially  work¬ 
ing  with  reference  to  his  preaching  ;  and  thus  it  was 
his  further  acknowledgment  to  himself,  that  he  had 
been  moved  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  take  upon  him 
this  office,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  who  had 
called  and  commissioned  him,  was  still  moving  him 
to  the  work,  —  enlightening,  sanctifying,  disciplining 
him,  adapting  him  to  all  the  details  of  the  work. 
This  was  his  cherished  acknowledgment.  It  was 
with  him  in  his  secrecy  like  a  living  presence.  He 
held  it  up  to  his  official  consciousness  as  though  it 
were  a  lighted  candle  to  search  him  through,  and 
illuminate  him  to  himself.  He  studied  and  thought 
and  prayed  and  planned  in  the  solemn  grandeur  of 
this  acknowledgment,  and  as  well  in  the  joy  of  its 
confidence.  Here,  then,  was  the  fountain  of  supply 
for  his  own  replenishing  in  his  preaching.  In  his 
secret  habits  of  thought,  he  enjoyed  the  blessedness 
of  Christ  in  him,  and  he  magnified  the  divine  reality 
of  his  office.  So  was  the  fire  kept  burning,  and  the 
flames  grew  larger  and  brighter. 
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And  so  our  question  is  answered.  No  man  can 
preach  the  gospel  perfunctorily  who  secretly  lives  in 
this  communion  with  Christ,  both  personal  and  offi¬ 
cial.  His  familiar  message  will  never  become  to 
him  as  the  monotony  of  a  thrice-told  tale.  What  he 
preaches  to  others,  he  will  have  preached  to  himself. 
In  God’s  audience-chamber  of  his  soul  he  has  been 
a  hearer  himself  before  being  heard.  And  as  he 
himself  has  heard  the  message,  so  will  he  deliver  it : 
subdued  into  the  feeling,  that,  whoever  else  may  not 
be  there  to  hear  him,  Christ,  his  own  teacher  in  se¬ 
cret,  will  be  there  to  hear  him  ;  or  that,  whoever  else 
may  be  there,  not  them  is  he  to  please,  for  Christ  is 
the  Master  of  assemblies. 

O  God !  fill  with  thy  Holy  Spirit  the  Christian 
ministry  of  to-day  ! 

Beloved  brother,  at  the  heart-searchings  of  this 
scriptural  ideal  of  the  ministry,  you  may  well  trem¬ 
ble.  But  you  are  here  to  declare  this  day,  that  you 
believe  yourself  to  be  moved  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to 
take  upon  you  this  office.  Take  courage,  then ; 
since  He  that  is  for  you  is  more  than  all  that  be 
against  you.  As  God's  message-bearer,  understand 
your  message,  and  let  “  his  testimonies  be  the  men 
of  your  counsel.”  “  Out  of  the  abundance  of  the 
heart  the  mouth  speaketh ;  ”  then  keep  your  heart 
filled  with  gospel  truth  and  joy,  and  with  such  habit¬ 
ual  thoughts  of  the  divine  call  to  your  office,  as,  in 
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your  exercise  of  the  office,  must  bring  you  into  the 
communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

God  speed  you,  my  brother.  Long  lias  been  my 
connection  with  you,  as  your  pastor  and  teacher; 
and  steeped  in  tire  sympathies  of  my  heart  are  the 
prayers  I  offer  for  your  ministry.  May  no  blood  of 
immortal  soul  stain  your  skirt  of  office!  but,  when 
you  shall  have  gone  to  hand  in  your  account,  yours 
be  the  precious  plaudit,  “  Well  done,  good  and  faith¬ 
ful  servant ! ” 


